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his Highness to extend the same unto me his most sorrowfull
Subject.
By me Tho. Norfolk.48
(Signed as Witnesses)    Thomas Wriothesley Chancellor
William St. John    E. Hertford
John Lisle              Anth. Browne
William Paget        Richard Rich
John Baker            Rich. Lister
Edward Montague
The contents of this confession prove that it was not written
with sincerity. The Duke confesses treason for acts which were
not treasonable. Nevertheless, his enemies had what they
wanted. Proceedings were immediately begun to rush through
Parliament a bill for Norfolk's attainder.
iz. The Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of Surrey were held in
such high esteem at the foreign courts that the Privy Council
took great care to spread propaganda against them before the
prisoners were brought to trial. To the English envoys were
sent reports which would be most suitable to place in disfavor
at that particular court the men who were to be condemned.
Even before Norfolk was tricked into writing a confession of
his guilt all English envoys were notified that both the Duke
of Norfolk and the Earl of Surrey had confessed to treason
against the King's Highness. For the benefit of the Protestant
courts, this treason had to do with Popery. For the benefit of
the Catholic courts, it had to do with Protestantism or some-
thing equally heinous.49
z. When Surrey was placed in confinement, first in the house
of the Lord Chancellor and then in the Tower, he turned again
to literature for solace, as he had done when imprisoned before.
During the last seven weeks of his life he wrote poetical para-
phrases from the penitential Psalms and the first five chapters
of Ecclesiastes.50 These translations are so extremely free that
4S B.M., Harleian MS. No. 297, fol. 256; as printed by Lord Herbert, p. 568.
49 L. firP.jXXI, ii, 568; 593; 600; 610; 613; 644; $45; 752-
60 Although external evidence is lacking of the date at which Surrey's transla-
tions from the Bible were written, the prologues to Psalms 73 & 88 strongly supple-